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Home Deity Worship Course 
Putting the deities to bed - quotes 
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Madhya 24.334 
(59) One should sit before the Lord and think that he is massaging the Lord’s 
legs. (60) One should decorate the Lord’s bed with flowers before the Lord 
takes His rest. (61) One should offer one’s hand to the Lord. (62) One should 
take the Deity to His bed. (63) One should wash the feet of the Lord and then 
sit Him on the bed. (64) One should place the Lord on the bed and then 
massage His feet. 

As far as placing the Deity in the bed is concerned, if the Deity is large and 
heavy, it is not possible to move Him daily. It is better that a small Deity, 
which is also worshiped, be taken to the bed. This mantra should be chanted: 
āgaccha śayana-sthānaṁ priyābhiḥ saha keśava. “O Keśava, kindly come to 
Your bed along with Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī.” (Hari-bhakti-vilāsa 11.40) 

The Deity should be placed in bed with Śrīmatī Rādhārāṇī, and this should be 
indicated by bringing the wooden slippers from the altar to the bedside. 
When the Deity is laid down, His legs should be massaged. Before laying the 
Deity down, a pot of milk and sugar should be offered to Him. After taking 
this thick milk, the Deity should lie down and should be offered betel nuts 
and spices to chew. 

 

Letter 
Yes, when Jagannatha goes to sleep and when He rises up, to ring the bell is 
the custom. Ringing of bell is required even for offering prasadam. That is 
the system in all the Temples in Vrindaban. Your question; Does the Lord go 
to sleep so early and before everyone, and wake up so late, after everybody? 
The Lord is independent and complete. He has nothing to do with everyone. 
He is Lord. After He wakes up He is washed, not before. 

Letter to: Madhusudana -- Los Angeles 1 February, 1968 
 


