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Srimad-Bhagavatam 11 Canto, chapter 27

Text 1

Sri-uddhava uvdca
kriya-yogam samdcaksva
bhavad-ardadhanam prabho
yasmat tvam ye yatharcanti
satvatah satvatarsabha

Sri Uddhava said: My dear Lord, O master of the devotees, please explain to
me the prescribed method of worshiping You in Your Deity form. What are
the qualifications of those devotees who worship the Deity, on what basis is
such worship established, and what is the specific method of worship?

Purport

In addition to performing their prescribed duties, devotees of the Lord engage in
regulated worship of the Lord in His Deity form in the temple. Such worship acts
powerfully to cleanse the heart of both the lust to enjoy one’s material body and
the material family attachment that results directly from this lust. To be effective,
however, the process of Deity worship must be performed in the authorized way.
Therefore Uddhava now inquires from the Lord about this subject.

Text 2

etad vadanti munayo
muhur nihSreyasam nynam
narado bhagavan vyasa
acaryo ‘'ngirasah sutah

All the great sages repeatedly declare that such worship brings the greatest
benefit possible in human life. This is the opinion of Narada Muni, the great
Vyasadeva and my own spiritual master, Brhaspati.

Text 3-4

nihsrtam te mukhambhojad
vad aha bhagavan ajah
putrebhyo bhrgu-mukhyebhyo
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devyai ca bhagavan bhavah

etad vai sarva-varnanam
asramanam ca sammatam
Sreyasam uttamam manye
stri-sidranam ca mana-da

O most magnanimous Lord, the instructions on this process of Deity worship
first emanated from Your lotus mouth. Then they were spoken by the great
Lord Brahma to his sons, headed by Bhrgu, and by Lord Siva to his wife,
Parvati. This process is accepted by and appropriate for all the occupational
and spiritual orders of society. Therefore I consider worship of You in Your
Deity form to be the most beneficial of all spiritual practices, even for women
and Sudras.

Text 5

etat kamala-patraksa
karma-bandha-vimocanam

bhaktaya canuraktdya

brithi visvesvaresvara

O lotus-eyed one, O Supreme Lord of all lords of the universe, please explain
to Your devoted servant this means of liberation from the bondage of work.

Text 6

sri-bhagavan uvaca
na hy anto 'nanta-parasya
karma-kandasya coddhava
sanksiptam varnayisyami
yathavad anupurvasah

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Uddhava, there is no end
to the innumerable Vedic prescriptions for executing Deity worship; so I shall
explain this topic to you briefly, one step at a time.

Purport

Here the word karma-kanda refers to the various Vedic methods of worship,
culminating in Deity worship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Just as the
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means of sense gratification and material renunciation are innumerable, the
transcendental pastimes and qualities the Supreme Personality of Godhead enjoys
in His own abode, called Vaikuntha, are also innumerable. The various concepts of
piety and methods of purification in the material world ultimately cannot be
reconciled amongst themselves without accepting the Absolute Truth, the
Personality of Godhead, since without appreciation of Him there is no definitive
understanding of what is actually obligatory for a human being. Even though
almost all human beings are engaged in various processes of worship, the Lord
will now summarize this topic, describing how one should worship Him in His
Deity form.

Text 7

vaidikas tantriko misra
iti me tri-vidho makhah
trayanam ipsitenaiva
vidhina mam samarcaret

One should carefully worship Me by selecting one of the three methods by
which I receive sacrifice: Vedic, tantric or mixed.

Purport

Vaidika refers to sacrifice performed with mantras from the four Vedas and
auxiliary Vedic literature. Tantrika refers to such literatures as the Paficaratra and
the Gautamiya-tantra. And “mixed” indicates utilization of both literatures. It
should be remembered that superficial imitation of elaborate Vedic sacrifices will
not bring one the actual perfection of life. One must perform sacrifice according to
the prescription of the Supreme Lord, who recommends for this age the chanting
of His holy names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Text 8

vada sva-nigamenoktam
dvijatvam prapya pirusah
vatha yajeta mam bhaktya
sraddhaya tan nibodha me
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Now please listen faithfully as I explain exactly how a person who has
achieved twice-born status through the relevant Vedic prescriptions should
worship Me with devotion.

Purport

The word sva-nigamena refers to the particular Vedic injunctions relevant to one’s
social and occupational status. Members of the brahmana, ksatriya and vaisya
communities all achieve dvijatvam, twice-born status, by initiation into the Gayatri
mantra. Traditionally, fully qualified brahmana boys may be initiated at age eight,
ksatriyas at eleven and vaisyas at twelve, provided the proper conditions are met.
Having achieved twice-born status, one should faithfully worship the Supreme
Personality of Godhead in His form of the Deity, as the Lord Himself will
describe.

Text 9

arcayam sthandile "gnau va
surye vapsu hrdi dvijah
dravyena bhakti-yukto ’rcet
sva-gurum mam amayaya

A twice-born person should worship Me, his worshipable Lord, without
duplicity, offering appropriate paraphernalia in loving devotion to My Deity
form or to a form of Me appearing upon the ground, in fire, in the sun, in
water or within the worshiper’s own heart.

Text 10

purvam snanam prakurvita
dhauta-danto 'nga-suddhaye
ubhayair api ca snanam
mantrair myrd-grahanadind

One should first purify his body by cleansing his teeth and bathing. Then one
should perform a second cleansing by smearing the body with earth and
chanting both Vedic and tantric mantras.

Text 11

sandhyopastyadi-karmani
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vedenacoditani me
pujam taih kalpayet samyak-
sankalpah karma-pavanim

Fixing the mind on Me, one should worship Me by his various prescribed
duties, such as chanting the Gayatr1i mantra at the three junctures of the day.
Such performances are enjoined by the Vedas and purify the worshiper of
reactions to fruitive activities.

Text 12

sailt daru-mayi lauhit
lepyd lekhyd ca saikati
mano-mayi mani-mayr
pratimasta-vidha smrta

The Deity form of the Lord is said to appear in eight varieties — stone, wood,
metal, earth, paint, sand, the mind or jewels.

Purport

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains that certain Deity forms, such as those made of sand,
are manifested for a brief time to fulfill a personal desire of the worshiper. Those,
however, who desire to attain pure love of God should worship the permanent
form of the Deity (made, for instance, of marble, gold or brass), and they should
maintain continual worship. In Krsna consciousness there is no scope for
neglecting the worship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Text 13

calacaleti dvi-vidha
pratistha jiva-mandiram
udvasavahane na stah
sthirayam uddhavarcane

The Deity form of the Lord, who is the shelter of all living entities, can be
established in two ways: temporarily or permanently. But a permanent Deity,
having been called, can never be sent away, My dear Uddhava.
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Purport

The devotees of the Lord understand themselves to be the Lord’s eternal servitors;
recognizing the Deity to be the Lord Himself, they permanently install the Deity
and engage in perpetual worship. The impersonalists, however, regard the eternal
form of the Lord as a temporary manifestation of illusion. In fact, they regard the
Deity form as a mere stepping-stone in their ambitious program to become God.
Materialistic persons of whatever stripe consider the Lord to be their order
supplier, and so they make temporary arrangements for religious ceremonies to
achieve temporary material sense gratification. This temporary mode of worship is
favored by those desiring to exploit the Personality of Godhead for their personal
ends, whereas the loving devotees in Krsna consciousness eternally engage in
worship of the Personality of Godhead. They install permanent Deities meant to be
worshiped perpetually.

Text 14

asthirayam vikalpah syat
sthandile tu bhaved dvayam
snapanam tv avilepyayam
anyatra parimarjanam

The Deity that is temporarily established can optionally be called forth and
sent away, but these two rituals should always be performed when the Deity is
traced upon the ground. Bathing should be done with water except if the
Deity is made of clay, paint or wood, in which cases a thorough cleansing
without water is enjoined.

Purport

Various classes of devotees worship the Deity of the Personality of Godhead
according to their various stages of faith in the Lord. An advanced devotee of Lord
Krsna understands his eternal loving relationship with the Lord and, seeing the
Deity as the Lord Himself, establishes an eternal relationship with the Deity based
on loving servitude to Him. Understanding Lord Krsna to be the eternal form of
bliss and knowledge, a faithful devotee makes a permanent arrangement for Deity
worship, installing the Lord’s form made of, for example, stone, wood or marble.

The $alagrama-$ila is considered to be automatically installed even without the
formal ceremony, and so it is forbidden to call the Deity with mantras or ask the
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Deity to leave. On the other hand, if one prepares a Deity form by drawing on
sanctified ground or by constructing a sand image, one must call the Deity with
mantras and then ask the Deity to leave the external form, which will soon be
demolished by the natural elements.

The general principle is that a pure devotee of the Lord understands his
relationship with the Deity to be eternal. The more one surrenders in loving
devotion to the Deity, the more one can understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Lord Krsna is a person, but He is the Supreme Person, possessing His
own unique feelings. One can easily please the Lord by devotional service offered
to His Deity form. By pleasing the Lord one can gradually progress in the mission
of human life and eventually go back home, back to Godhead, where the Deity
personally appears before the devotee and welcomes the devotee to His personal
abode, known throughout the world as the kingdom of God.

Text 15

dravyaih prasiddhair mad-yagah
pratimadisv amayinah
bhaktasya ca yatha-labdhair
hrdi bhavena caiva hi

One should worship Me in My Deity forms by offering the most excellent
paraphernalia. But a devotee completely freed from material desire may
worship Me with whatever he is able to obtain, and may even worship Me
within his heart with mental paraphernalia.

Purport

A devotee still troubled by material desire tends to see the world as an object of
sense gratification. Such a neophyte devotee may misunderstand the Lord’s
supreme position and may even consider the Lord an object of his own enjoyment.
Hence the neophyte must offer opulent paraphernalia to the Deity so that he may
constantly remember that the Deity is the supreme enjoyer and that he, the
neophyte, is simply the worshiper and is actually meant for the Deity’s pleasure. In
contrast, an advanced devotee, one fixed in Krsna consciousness, never forgets
that the Supreme Lord is the actual enjoyer and controller of everything. The pure
devotee offers his unalloyed love to the Personality of Godhead along with
whatever paraphernalia is easily obtained. A Krsna conscious devotee does not
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waver in his devotion to Lord Krsna, and even with the simplest offering he
completely satisfies the Personality of Godhead.

Text 16-17

snanalankaranam prestham
arcayam eva tiiddhava
sthandile tattva-vinyaso

vahnav dajya-plutam havih

sirye cabhyarhanam prestham
salile saliladibhih
sraddhayopdhrtam prestham
bhaktena mama vary api

In worshiping the temple Deity, my dear Uddhava, bathing and decoration
are the most pleasing offerings. For the Deity traced on sacred ground, the
process of tattva-vinyasa is most dear. Oblations of sesame and barley soaked
in ghee are the preferred offering to the sacrificial fire, whereas worship
consisting of upasthana and arghya is preferred for the sun. One should
worship Me in the form of water by offering water itself. Actually, whatever is
offered to Me with faith by My devotee — even if only a little water — is most
dear to Me.

Purport

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is present everywhere, and Vedic culture
prescribes various ritualistic methods for worshiping the Lord in His various
manifestations. The principal item is the faith and devotion of the worshiper,
without which everything else is useless, as the Lord describes in the next verse.

Text 18

bhiiry apy abhaktopahrtam
na me tosaya kalpate
gandho dhiipah sumanaso
dipo 'nnadyam ca kim punah
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Even very opulent presentations do not satisfy Me if they are offered by
nondevotees. But I am pleased by any insignificant offering made by My
loving devotees, and I am certainly most pleased when nice presentations of
fragrant oil, incense, flowers and palatable foods are offered with love.

Purport

The Lord has stated in the previous verse that even a little water offered with love
and devotion gives Him great pleasure. Therefore the words kim punah indicate
the Lord’s complete happiness when a suitably opulent offering is made with love
and devotion. But an opulent offering made by a nondevotee cannot please the
Lord. As Srila Jiva Gosvami explains, the rules and regulations concerning Deity
worship and the listing of offenses against the Deities are all meant for helping one
avoid precisely this kind of disrespectful or neglectful attitude toward the
Personality of Godhead in His Deity form. In fact, all offenses against the Deity
are based upon irreverence and disregard for the Lord’s position as master, and
thus upon disobedience to His orders. Since one must worship the Deity with
reverence, one should offer opulent presentations to the Deity with love, for such
presentations both enhance the respectfulness of the worshiper and help him avoid
offenses in his worship.

Text 19

sucih sambhrta-sambharah

prag-darbhaih kalpitasanah
asinah prag udag varced

arcayam tv atha sammukhah

After cleansing himself and collecting all the paraphernalia, the worshiper
should arrange his own seat with blades of kusa grass whose tips point
eastward. He should then sit facing either east or north, or else, if the Deity is
fixed in one place, he should sit directly facing the Deity.

Purport

The word sambhrta-sambhara means that before beginning the Deity worship one
should place all necessary paraphernalia nearby. In this way one will not have to
get up continually to search for different items. If the Deity has been permanently
installed, then one should sit facing the Deity.
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Text 20

krta-nyasah krta-nyasam
mad-arcam paninamrjet

kalasam proksaniyam ca
yvathavad upasadhayet

The devotee should sanctify the various parts of his body by touching them
and chanting mantras. He should do the same for My Deity form, and then
with his hands he should clean the Deity of old flowers and the remnants of
previous offerings. He should properly prepare the sacred pot and the vessel
containing water for sprinkling.

Purport

Before beginning the process of worship mentioned here, one should offer
obeisances to one’s spiritual master, the Deity and other worshipable personalities.

Text 21

tad-adbhir deva-yajanam

dravyany datmanam eva ca
proksya patrani triny adbhis
tais tair dravyais ca sadhayet

Then, with the water of that proksaniya vessel he should sprinkle the area
where the Deity is being worshiped, the offerings that are going to be
presented, and his own body. Next he should decorate with various auspicious
substances three vessels filled with water.

Purport

Srila Sridhara Svami gives references from Vedic literature stating that the water
meant for bathing the feet should be combined with millet seeds, dirva grass
mixed in water, visnukranta flowers and other items. The water used for arghya
should include the following eight items: fragrant oil, flowers, unbroken
barleycorns, husked barleycorns, the tips of kusa grass, sesame seeds, mustard
seeds and durva grass. The water for sipping should include jasmine flowers,
ground cloves and kakkola berries.
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Text 22

padyarghyacamaniyartham
trini patrani desikah
hrda sirsnatha sikhaya
gayatryda cabhimantrayet

The worshiper should then purify those three vessels. He should sanctify the
vessel holding water for washing the Lord’s feet by chanting hrdayaya
namal, the vessel containing water for arghya by chanting Sirase svaha, and
the vessel containing water for washing the Lord’s mouth by chanting
sikhayai vasat. Also, the Gayatr1 mantra should be chanted for all three
vessels.

Text 23

pinde vayv-agni-samsuddhe
hrt-padma-stham param mama
anvim jiva-kalam dhyayen
nadante siddha-bhavitam

The worshiper should meditate upon My subtle form — which is situated
within the worshiper’s own body, now purified by air and fire — as the
source of all living entities. This form of the Lord is experienced by self-
realized sages in the last part of the vibration of the sacred syllable om.

Purport

According to Srila Sridhara Svami, the pranava, or omkara, has five parts: A, U,
M, the nasal bindu and the reverberation (nada). Liberated souls meditate upon the
Lord at the end of that reverberation.

Text 24

tayatma-bhiutaya pinde
vyapte sampujya tan-mayah

avahyarcadisu sthapya
nyastangam mam prapujayet

The devotee conceives of the Supersoul, whose presence surcharges the
devotee’s body, in the form corresponding to his realization. Thus the devotee
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worships the Lord to his full capacity and becomes fully absorbed in Him. By
touching the various limbs of the Deity and chanting appropriate mantras,
the devotee should invite the Supersoul to join the Deity’s form, and then the
devotee should worship Me.

Purport

The body of a devotee is pervaded by the Supreme Lord just as a house is
pervaded by the glow of a lamp. Just as one gestures in a friendly way to indicate
that a guest should enter one’s house, one touches the body of the Deity, chants
appropriate mantras, and enthusiastically invites the Supersoul to enter the form of
the Deity. Since both the Deity and the Supersoul are the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, they are not different. One form of the Lord can immediately become
manifest in another.

Text 25-26

padyopasparsarhanadin
upacaran prakalpayet
dharmadibhis ca navabhih
kalpayitvasanam mama

padmam asta-dalam tatra
karnika-kesarojjvalam
ubhabhyam veda-tantrabhyam
mahyam tiubhaya-siddhaye

The worshiper should first imagine My seat as decorated with the personified
deities of religion, knowledge, renunciation and opulence and with My nine
spiritual energies. He should think of the Lord’s sitting place as an eight-
petaled lotus, effulgent on account of the saffron filaments within its whorl.
Then, following the regulations of both the Vedas and the tantras, he should
offer Me water for washing the feet, water for washing the mouth, arghya and
other items of worship. By this process he achieves both material enjoyment
and liberation.

Purport

According to Srila Sridhara Svami, religion, knowledge, renunciation and
opulence are the legs of the Lord’s sitting platform and occupy the four corners,
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beginning with the southeast. Irreligion, ignorance, attachment and wretchedness
are the intermediate legs, standing in the four directions beginning with the east.
The nine Saktis, or potencies, of the Lord are Vimala, Utkarsini, Jiana, Kriya,
Yoga, Prahvi, Satya, 1$ana and Anugraha.

Text 27

sudarsanam paricajanyam
gadasisu-dhanur-halan
musalam kaustubham malam
Srivatsam canupujayet

One should worship, in order, the Lord’s Sudarsana disc, His Paficajanya
conchshell, His club, sword, bow, arrows and plow, His musala weapon, His
Kaustubha gem, His flower garland and the Srivatsa curl of hair on His chest.

Text 28

nandam sunandam garudam

pracandam candam eva ca
mahabalam balam caiva
kumudam kumudeksanam

One should worship the Lord’s associates Nanda and Sunanda, Garuda,
Pracanda and Canda, Mahabala and Bala, and Kumuda and Kumudeksana.

Text 29

durgam vinayakam vyasam
visvaksenam gurin suran
sve sve sthane tv abhimukhan
pujayet proksandadibhih

With offerings such as proksana one should worship Durga, Vinayaka, Vyasa,
Visvaksena, the spiritual masters and the various demigods. All these
personalities should be in their proper places facing the Deity of the Lord.

Purport

According to Srila Jiva Gosvami, the Ganesa and Durga mentioned in this verse
are not the same personalities present within the material world; rather, they are
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eternal associates of the Lord in Vaikuntha. In this world Ganesa, the son of Lord
Siva, is famous for awarding financial success, and the goddess Durga, the wife of
Lord Siva, is famous as the external, illusory potency of the Supreme Lord. The
personalities mentioned here, however, are eternally liberated associates of the
Lord who reside in the spiritual sky, beyond the material manifestation. Srila Jiva
Gosvami quotes from various Vedic literatures to prove that the name Durga may
also indicate the internal potency of the Lord, who is nondifferent from Him. The
external, or covering, potency of the Lord expands from this original Durga. The
Durga of the material world, called Maha-maya, assumes the function of
bewildering the living entities. Thus a devotee should not fear becoming polluted
by worshiping the Durga mentioned here, who has the same name as illusion, but
rather the devotee must show respect to these eternal servitors of the Supreme
Lord in Vaikuntha.

Text 30-31

candanoSira-karpiira-
kunkumdguru-vasitaih
salilaih snapayen mantrair
nityada vibhave sati

svarna-gharmanuvakena
mahdpurusa-vidyaya
paurusenapi siktena
samabhi rajanadibhih

The worshiper should bathe the Deity every day, as opulently as his assets
permit, using waters scented with sandalwood, usira root, camphor, kunkuma
and aguru. He should also chant various Vedic hymns, such as the anuvaka
known as Svarna-gharma, the Mahapurusa-vidya, the Purusa-sikta and
various songs of the Sama Veda, such as the Rajana and the Rohinya.

Purport

The Purusa-siikta prayer, beginning om sahasra-§irsa-purusah sahasraksah sahasra-
pat, is contained within the Rg Veda.
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Text 32

vastropavitabharana-
patra-srag-gandha-lepanaih

alankurvita sa-prema
mad-bhakto mam yathocitam

My devotee should then lovingly decorate Me with clothing, a brahmana
thread, various ornaments, marks of tilaka and garlands, and he should
anoint My body with fragrant oils, all in the prescribed manner.

Purport

Srila Sridhara Svami quotes Lord S1i Visnu’s instructions to Ambarisa Maharzja in
the Visnu-dharma Upapurana as follows: “Absorbing your mind completely in the
Deity, you should give up all other shelter and consider the Deity your intimate
well-wisher. You should mentally worship Him and meditate upon Him while you
walk, while you stand, while you sleep and eat. You should see the Deity in front
of you, behind, above, below and on both sides. In this way you should constantly
remember My Deity form.” In the Gautamiya-tantra one is enjoined to give the
Deity of the Lord a brahmana thread, if possible one made of gold. In the Nrsimha
Purana it is stated, “If one offers to Lord Govinda a yellow sacred thread
containing three strands of silk, he will become an expert in Vedanta.”

Text 33

padyam dcamaniyam ca
gandham sumanaso ’ksatan
dhiipa-dipopaharyani
dadyan me sraddhayarcakah

The worshiper should faithfully present Me with water for washing My feet
and mouth, fragrant oils, flowers and unbroken grains, along with incense,
lamps and other offerings.

Text 34

guda-payasa-sarpimsi
saskuly-apipa-modakan
samyava-dadhi-supams ca
naivedyam sati kalpayet
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Within his means, the devotee should arrange to offer Me sugar candy, sweet
rice, ghee, saskull [rice-flour cakes|, apiipa [various sweet cakes], modaka
[steamed rice-flour dumplings filled with sweet coconut and sugar], sarhyava
[wheat cakes made with ghee and milk and covered with sugar and spices],
yogurt, vegetable soups and other palatable foods.

Purport

One can acquire detailed information of proper and improper foods to offer in
Deity worship by consulting St1 Hari-bhakti-vilasa, eighth vilasa, verses 152-164.

Text 35

abhyangonmardanadarsa-
danta-dhavabhisecanam
annadya-gita-nrtyani
parvani syur utanv-aham

On special occasions, and daily if possible, the Deity should be massaged with
ointment, shown a mirror, offered a eucalyptus stick for brushing His teeth,
bathed with the five kinds of nectar, offered all kinds of opulent foods, and
entertained with singing and dancing.

Purport

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura describes the process of Deity worship as
follows: “First the Deity’s teeth should be cleaned and His body massaged with
fragrant oil and rubbed with vermilion, camphor powder and so forth. Then He
should be bathed with fragrant water and the five kinds of nectar. Next one should
offer valuable silk garments and jeweled ornaments to the Deity, smear His body
with sandalwood paste, and offer Him garlands and other gifts. After this, one
should hold a mirror in front of the Deity and then offer fragrant oil, flowers,
incense, lamps and scented water for refreshing the mouth. One should offer all
types of palatable foods, fragrant water, betel nuts, garlands, arati lamps, a bed to
rest on, and so on. One should also fan the Deity and perform instrumental music,
singing and dancing. This Deity worship must be performed on special occasions
like religious holidays or else, if one can afford it, daily.” According to Srila
Sridhara Svami, Ekadasi is an appropriate day for performing special Deity
worship.
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Text 36

vidhina vihite kunde
mekhala-garta-vedibhih
agnim adhdya paritah
samithet paninoditam

In an arena constructed according to scriptural injunctions, the devotee
should perform a fire sacrifice, utilizing the sacred belt, the sacrificial pit and
the altar mound. When igniting the sacrificial fire, the devotee should bring it
to a blaze with wood piled up by his own hands.

Text 37

paristiryatha paryuksed
anvadhdya yatha-vidhi
proksanyasadya dravyani
proksydagnau bhavayeta mam

After spreading kusa grass on the ground and sprinkling it with water, one
should perform the anvadhana ritual according to the prescribed rules. Then
one should arrange the items to be offered as oblations and should sanctify
them with water from the sprinkling vessel. The worshiper should next
meditate upon Me within the fire.

Purport

Srila Jiva Gosvami mentions that one should meditate upon the Lord as the
Supersoul within the sacrificial fire.

Text 38-41

tapta-jambunada-prakhyam

sankha-cakra-gadambujaih

lasac-catur-bhujam santam
padma-kinijalka-vasasam

sphurat-kirita-kataka

kati-sitra-varangadam
srivatsa-vaksasam bhrajat-
kaustubham vana-malinam
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dhydayann abhyarcya darini
havisabhighrtani ca
prasyajya-bhagav agharau
dattva cajya-plutam havih

Jjuhuyan miila-mantrena
sodasarcavadanatah
dharmadibhyo yatha-nyayam
mantraih svisti-krtam budhah

The intelligent devotee should meditate upon that form of the Lord whose
color is like molten gold, whose four arms are resplendent with the
conchshell, disc, club and lotus flower, and who is always peaceful and
dressed in a garment colored like the filaments within a lotus flower. His
helmet, bracelets, belt and fine arm ornaments shine brilliantly. The symbol
of Srivatsa is on His chest, along with the glowing Kaustubha gem and a
garland of forest flowers. The devotee should then worship that Lord by
taking pieces of firewood soaked in the sacrificial ghee and throwing them
into the fire. He should perform the ritual of aghara, presenting into the fire
the various items of oblation drenched in ghee. He should then offer to sixteen
demigods, beginning with Yamaraja, the oblation called svisti-krt, reciting the
basic mantras of each deity and the sixteen-line Purusa-sukta hymn. Pouring
one oblation after each line of the Purusa-siikta, he should utter the
particular mantra naming each deity.

Text 42

abhyarcyatha namaskrtya

parsadebhyo balim haret
mitla-mantram japed brahma

smaran narayandatmakam

Having thus worshiped the Lord in the sacrificial fire, the devotee should
offer his obeisances to the Lord’s personal associates by bowing down and
should then present offerings to them. He should then chant quietly the mula-
mantra of the Deity of the Lord, remembering the Absolute Truth as the
Supreme Personality, Narayana.
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Text 43

dattvacamanam ucchesam
visvaksendaya kalpayet

mukha-vasam surabhimat

tambiiladyam atharhayet

tambuladyam atharhayetOnce again he should offer the Deity water for
washing His mouth, and he should give the remnants of the Lord’s food to
Visvaksena. Then he should present the Deity with fragrant perfume for the
mouth and prepared betel nut.

Text 44

upagayan grnan nrtyan
karmany abhinayan mama
mat-kathah sravayan synvan
muhurtam ksaniko bhavet

Singing along with others, chanting loudly and dancing, acting out My
transcendental pastimes, and hearing and telling stories about Me, the
devotee should for some time absorb himself in such festivity.

Purport

A devotee engaged in regulative worship of the Supreme Lord should sometimes
become ecstatically absorbed in chanting and hearing the pastimes of the Lord,
dancing, and other festivities. The word muhiirtam, “for some time,” indicates that
a devotee should be careful not to neglect his regulative principles and service to
the Lord in the name of so-called ecstasy. Although one may be ecstatically
engaged in chanting, hearing and dancing, he cannot give up the formality of
regulated service to the Lord.

Text 45

stavair uccavacaih stotraih
pauranaih prakrtair api
stutva prasida bhagavann
iti vandeta danda-vat
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The devotee should offer homage to the Lord with all kinds of hymns and
prayers, both from the Puranas and from other ancient scriptures, and also
from ordinary traditions. Praying, “O Lord, please be merciful to me!” he
should fall down flat like a rod to offer his obeisances.

Text 46

Siro mat-padayoh krtva
bahubhyam ca parasparam
prapannam pahi mam isa
bhitam mrtyu-graharnavat

Placing his head at the feet of the Deity, he should then stand with folded
hands before the Lord and pray, “O my Lord, please protect me, who am
surrendered unto You. I am most fearful of this ocean of material existence,
standing as I am in the mouth of death.”

Text 47

iti Sesam maya dattam

sirasy adhdya sadaram
udvasayec ced udvasyam

Jyotir jyotisi tat punah

Praying in this way, the devotee should respectfully place upon his head the
remnants I offer to him. And if the particular Deity is meant to be sent away
at the end of the worship, then this should be performed, the devotee once
again placing the light of the Deity’s presence inside the light of the lotus
within his own heart.

Text 48

arcadisu yada yatra
sraddha mam tatra carcayet
sarva-bhiitesv atmani ca
sarvatmaham avasthitah

Whenever one develops faith in Me — in My form as the Deity or in other
bona fide manifestations — one should worship Me in that form. I certainly
exist both within all created beings and also separately in My original form,
since I am the Supreme Soul of all.
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Purport

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is worshiped according to the faith of a
particular worshiper. The Deity form, arca, is specifically mentioned here because
Deity worship is essential for spiritual progress. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura mentions that inexperienced persons may think that the Deity is meant for
the sense gratification of the worshiper, since superficially the Deity is made of
external substances such as marble or brass. But through the process of installing
the Deity by chanting of authorized mantras, one invites the Supreme Personality
of Godhead to enter the Deity form. By regulated, faithful worship one gradually
understands that the Deity is completely nondifferent from the Supreme Lord
Himself. At that stage, on the strength of Deity worship, one rises to the second-
class platform of devotional service. At this more developed stage one desires to
make friendship with other devotees of the Lord, and as one becomes solidly
established in the community of Vaisnavas, one completely gives up material life
and gradually becomes perfect in Krsna consciousness.

Text 49

evam kriya-yoga-pathaih
puman vaidika-tantrikaih
arcann ubhayatah siddhim
matto vindaty abhipsitam

By worshiping Me through the various methods prescribed in the Vedas and
tantras, one will gain from Me his desired perfection in both this life and the
next.

Text 50

mad-arcam sampratisthapya

mandiram karayed drdham
puspodyanani ramyani
Pija-yatrotsavasritan

The devotee should more fully establish My Deity by solidly constructing a
temple, along with beautiful gardens. These gardens should be set aside to
provide flowers for the regular daily worship, special Deity processions and
holiday observances.

Purport
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Wealthy, pious persons should be engaged in constructing temples and gardens for
the pleasure of the Deity. The word drdham indicates that the most solid means of
construction should be employed.

Text 51

pujadinam pravahartham
mahd-parvasv athanv-aham

ksetrapana-pura-graman

dattva mat-sarstitam iyat

One who offers the Deity gifts of land, markets, cities and villages so that the
regular daily worship and special festivals of the Deity may go on continually
will achieve opulence equal to My own.

Purport

By placing tracts of land in the Deity’s name, there will be regular income for
opulent Deity worship, both from rent and from agricultural production. A
worshiper who makes the arrangements mentioned above will certainly achieve
opulence like that of the Personality of Godhead.

Text 52

pratisthaya sarvabhaumam

sadmanda bhuvana-trayam
pujadina brahma-lokam

tribhir mat-samyatam iyat

By installing the Deity of the Lord one becomes king of the entire earth, by
building a temple for the Lord one becomes ruler of the three worlds, by
worshiping and serving the Deity one goes to the planet of Lord Brahma, and
by performing all three of these activities one achieves a transcendental form
like My own.

Text 53

mam eva nairapeksyena
bhakti-yogena vindati
bhakti-yogam sa labhata
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evam yah piujayeta mam

But one who simply engages in devotional service with no consideration of
fruitive results attains Me. Thus whoever worships Me according to the

process I have described will ultimately attain pure devotional service unto
Me.

Purport

The previous two verses were spoken by the Lord to attract those interested in
fruitive results, and now the ultimate purpose of worshiping the Lord is described.
The ultimate goal in life is Lord Krsna Himself. Love for the Lord is the highest
bliss, although ordinary people cannot understand this.

Text 54

yvah sva-dattam parair dattam
hareta sura-viprayoh
vrttim sa jayate vid-bhug
varsanam ayutayutam

Anyone who steals the property of the demigods or the brahmanas, whether
originally given to them by himself or someone else, must live as a worm in
stool for one hundred million years.

Text 55

kartus ca sarather hetor
anumoditur eva ca
karmanam bhaginah pretya
bhiiyo bhiiyasi tat-phalam

Not only the performer of the theft but also anyone who assists him, instigates
the crime, or simply approves of it must also share the reaction in the next
life. According to their degree of participation, they each must suffer a
proportionate consequence.

Purport

Stealing paraphernalia meant for worshiping the Supreme Lord or His authorized
representatives should be avoided at all costs.
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