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Letter to Aniruddha

Dated: June 16, 1968

Location: Montreal
Letter to: Aniruddha

68-06-16

My Dear Aniruddha,

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter of June 5th, 1968,
and I thank you very much for it. Yes, I have noted your questions about the
serving of prasadam. The main thing is that whenever prasadam is offered to
the Lord, everything should be very respectfully and cleanly presented and
prepared. In Jagannatha Puri, the Lord eats 56 times. So the Lord can eat as
many times as you can offer. But only thing is whatever is offered must be with
respect and devotion. (He is neither hungry nor poor, nor unable to eat, but He
accepts everything, when such eatable is within the groups of vegetables, fruits,
flours, milk, water, etc. is offered to Him with love and devotion, and faith. He
wants our love only, and that makes Him hungry for eating as many times as
you may offer. He is absolute, therefore, all contradictory points coincide in
Him. He is hungry and satisfied simultaneously. So the purport is that
everything should be offered very cleanly and pure things should be given.)

If a preparation is cooked all together, then offer all together. But if it is
prepared separately, then the milk, the sugar and the cereal should be offered
separately. But if the milk, sugar and grains are all cooked together, that can
be done. (Everything should be prepared very carefully and cleanly within the
groups of foods listed. And nothing should ever be eaten before offering to the
Lord. Best thing is to prepare separately each preparation. No, food which has
been offered should never be put back into the refrigerator with the unoffered
foods, or brought back into the kitchen. You should prepare as much as can be
consumed, and after offering, nothing should be put back in the refrigerator, or
kitchen. Refrigerator should always be very cleansed and pure. Everyone
should be careful to make only as much as they can eat; they cannot keep any
leftovers in refrigerator. I know this is a practice in your country, but in the
temples or at homes of any Krishna Consciousness persons, a person should
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not indulge in such unclean habits. If there is any food extra, that should be
kept separately; and if there is a separate refrigerator, not within the kitchen
and not having in it any unoffered foods, then you may have such special
refrigerator for leftover prasadam. But it cannot be kept within the same
refrigerator as the unoffered, unprepared foods. That cannot be. One should
never eat within the kitchen, there is ample place to eat so why should one eat
in the kitchen? Kitchen should be considered as good as the Lord's room, and
nobody should wear shoes in the kitchen, smelling and tasting of foods being
prepared for the Lord should never be done, talking within the kitchen should
be only what is necessary for preparing the prasadam, or about the Lord, and
dirty dishes (those taken from kitchen and eaten from) should not be brought
back into the kitchen (but if there is no other place to wash them, then they
should be put into sink and washed immediately.), hands should always be
washed when preparing prasadam, and in this way, everything shall be
prepared very cleanly and pure.)

What is the difficulty of enforcing these rules? They are rules, and they are
simple rules, and must be followed. One must be prepared to follow the rules
for Krishna. Otherwise where is the proof that he loves Krishna. And they are
not very difficult to follow.

I am very happy to hear that your center there is progressing nicely, and please
continue doing like that. Hoping you are well.

Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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Letter to Dhruvananda

Dated: Jan. 4, 1973

Location: Bombay

Letter to: Dhruvananda

73-01-04

My Dear Dhruvananda,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
December 17, 1972, and I have noted the contents with care. You have asked
me several questions about the deity worship in Los Angeles, so I shall answer
them one after another: Your first question, shall Srimati Radharani's feet be
showing, the answer is no, they should never be seen. Krsna's feet, however,
should be showing.

I do not know when I have said to anyone that Krsna should not wear anything
black color, nor I know where I have given any permission to wear black color,
but there is no harm if sometimes Krsna dresses something black. Sometimes
in Vrndavana they dress Him in black.

Yes, the leaves of Srimati Tulasi Devi may be offered to all Visnu-tattva
expansions of Krsna, including Nityananda and Balarama.

You may dress Lord Caitanya in the standard way, main things is do it nicely,
don't make it funny. In your Western countries Lord Caitanya should be
entirely covered, He should not appear bare-chested.

Why you are pouring water over the head of Radha and Krsna deities? Big
deities should not be bathed in this way, using water or other things. Rather
they are bathed daily by mantra, do you not know these things? Under no
circumstances shall we bathe the Jagannatha deities with anything water or
liquid, they should be bathed with mantra also. Now you are asking if Lord
Jagannatha carries flute? Why this nonsense question? You are asking me so
many concoctions and manufactured nonsense. Don't bother my head in this
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way any more. From now on unless I order you do something change or in
addition, go on with the usual standard way. You manufacture ideas and then
I have to waste my time. I have given you everything already, there is no need
for you to add anything or change anything. Why you are asking these things?
Who has given you such freedom? Pujari should operate entirely under the
supervision of temple president and GBC, not independently. The greatest
danger to our movement will come when we manufacture and create our own
process for worshiping the deities. So don't ask any more new questions,
whatever is going on, follow it just to the exact standard as I have given you,
that's all.
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Letter to Karandhara

Dated: Oct. 3. 1971

Location: Nairobi
Letter to: Karandhara
71-10-03

Los Angeles

My Dear Karandhara,

Please accept my blessings. Enclosed you will find one photograph of the
Deities there in L.A. recently sent to me. Why is Krishna without a flute? What
is the difficulty to make for Krishna a flute? You can take a twig and wrap it
in golden lace with a pearl drop hanging. That is a flute; how long it takes to
make? Nothing should be concocted; not that a flower in place of a flute.

I think you have already advised N.Y. to send the full manuscript for
Bhagavad-gita As It Is to Dai Nippon. If not you can advise them immediately.

Enclosed also you will find one letter from Kunjabihari das Brahmacari. So
four times he has left the society; that is not very good record. So he is asking
for second initiation. Let him stick to L.A. temple under your care for at least
six months and then he will be eligible. Piece of Govardhana Hill cannot be
taken from Vrindaban.

Hoping this will meet you in good health.
Your ever well-wisher,

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
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