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Madhya 24.329

tathapi ei sitrera suna dig-darasana
sakarana likhi adau guru-asrayana

tathapi — still; ei sitrera — of the synopsis of this book; suna — hear; dik-
darasana — an indication; sakarana — the cause; [ikhi — we should
write; adau — in the beginning; guru-asrayana — accepting a bona fide
spiritual master.

“Because you asked Me for a synopsis, please hear these few indications.
In the beginning describe how one must take shelter of a bona fide
spiritual master.

Madhya 24.330

guru-laksana, Sisya-laksana, donhara pariksana
sevya — bhagavan, sarva-mantra-vicarana

guru-laksana — the symptoms of a bona fide spiritual master; sisya-
laksana — the symptoms of a bona fide disciple; donhara — of
both; pariksana — the testing; sevya-bhagavan — the Supreme Personality
of Godhead is worshipable; sarva-mantra-vicarana — consideration of the
different types of mantras.

“Your book should describe the characteristics of the bona fide guru and
the bona fide disciple. Then, before accepting a spiritual master, one can
be assured of the spiritual master’s position. Similarly, the spiritual
master can also be assured of the disciple’s position. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, should be described as the worshipable
object, and you should describe the bija-mantra for the worship of
Krsna, as well as that for Rama and for other expansions of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.
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Purport

In the Padma Purana, the characteristics of the guru, the bona fide spiritual
master, have been described:

mahd-bhagavata-srestho  brahmano vai gurur nynam
sarvesam eva lokanam asau pijyo yatha harih
maha-kula-prasiito ‘pi  sarva-yajiiesu diksitah
sahasra-Sakhadhyayi ca na guruh syad avaisnavah

The guru must be situated on the topmost platform of devotional service.
There are three classes of devotees, and the guru must be accepted from the
topmost class. The first-class devotee is the spiritual master for all kinds of
people. It is said, gurur nymam. The word nrnam means “of all human
beings.” The guru is not limited to a particular group. It is stated in
the Upadesamrta of Riipa Gosvami that a guru is a gosvami, a controller of
the senses and the mind. Such a guru can accept disciples from all over the
world. Prthivim sa sisyat. This is the test of the guru.

In India there are many so-called gurus, and they are limited to a certain
district or a province. They do not even travel about India, yet they declare
themselves to be jagad-guru, the guru of the whole world. Such
cheating gurus should not be accepted. Anyone can see how the bona fide
spiritual master accepts disciples from all over the world. The guru 1s a
qualified brahmana; therefore he knows Brahman and Parabrahman. He thus
devotes his life for the service of Parabrahman. The bona fide spiritual
master who accepts disciples from all over the world is also worshiped all
over the world because of his qualities. Lokanam asau piijyo yatha harih: the
people of the world worship him just as they worship the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. All these honors are offered to him because he
strictly follows the brahminical principles and teaches these principles to his
disciples. Such a person is called an acarya because he knows the principles
of devotional service, he behaves in that way himself, and he teaches his
disciples to follow in his footsteps. Thus he is an acarya or jagad-guru. Even
though a person is born in a brahminical family and is very expert in
performing sacrifices, he cannot be accepted as a guru if he is not a strict
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Vaisnava. A guru is a brahmana by qualification, and he can turn others
into brahmanas according to the $astric principles and brahminical
qualifications. Brahmanism is not a question of heredity. In Srimad-
Bhagavatam (7.11.35) Sri Narada Muni tells Maharaja Yudhisthira what
a brahmana is. He states that if brahminical qualifications are observed
in ksatriyas, vaisyas or even Sidras, one should accept them
as brahmanas. In this regard, Srila Sridhara Svami has
commented: Samdadibhir eva brahmanadi-vyavaharo mukhyah, na jati-
matradity aha — yasyeti. yad yadi anyatra varnantare ’pi drsyeta, tad-
varnantaram tenaiva laksana-nimittenaiva varnena vinirdiset, na tu jati-
nimittenety arthah: “The most important criterion for deciding whether to
deal with someone as a brahmana or as a member of another varna is the
presence or absence of self-control and similar brahminical qualities. We
should not judge primarily according to superficial characteristics like birth.
This is stated in the verse beginning yasya [Bhag. 7.11.35]. If the qualities of
one varna are seen in someone born in another, he should be designated
according to the varna of his qualities, not that of his birth.”

There is a similar statement made by Nilakantha, a commentator on
the Mahabharata: sudro ’pi samddy-upeto brahmana eva brahmano ‘pi
kamady-upetah sudra eva. “Although one may be born in a sidra family, if
he is endowed with the brahminical qualities, beginning with sama [control
of the mind], he is to be accepted as a brahmana. Although one may be born
in a brahmana family, if he is endowed with the qualities beginning
with kama [lust], he i1s to be considered a sitdra.” No one should present
himself as a brahmana simply on the basis of being born in a brahminical
family. One must be qualified by the brahminical qualities mentioned in
the sastras, particularly the Bhagavad-gita (18.42):

samo damas tapah saucam ksantir arjavam eva ca
Jjhanam vijiianam astikyam brahma-karma svabhava-jam

“Peacefulness, self-control, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowledge,
wisdom and religiousness — these are the natural qualities by which
the brahmanas work.”
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Unless one is qualified with all these attributes, he cannot be accepted as
a brahmana. 1t is not a question of simply taking birth in a brahmana family.
In this regard, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura remarks that
Narottama dasa Thakura and Syamananda Gosvami, although not born
in brahmana families, are accepted as bona fide spiritual masters because
they were brahmanas by qualification. Personalities like ST Ganga-narayana,
Ramakrsna and many others, who were actually born in brahmana families,
accepted Narottama dasa Thakura and Syamananda Gosvami as their
spiritual masters.

The mahd-bhdgavata 1s one who decorates his body with tilaka and whose
name indicates him to be a servant of Krsna by the word dasa. He is also
initiated by a bona fide spiritual master and is expert in worshiping the Deity,
chanting mantras correctly, performing sacrifices, offering prayers to the
Lord and performing sankirtana. He knows how to serve the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and how to respect a Vaisnava. When one has
attained the topmost position of maha-bhdagavata, he is to be accepted as
a guru and worshiped exactly like Hari, the Personality of Godhead. Only
such a person is eligible to occupy the post of a guru. However, if one is
highly qualified but is not a Vaisnava, he cannot be accepted as a guru. One
cannot be a brahmana unless one is a Vaisnava. If one is a Vaisnava, he is
already a brahmana. If a guru 1s completely qualified as a Vaisnava, he must
be accepted as a brahmana even if he is not born in a brahmana family. The
caste system method of distinguishing a brahmana by birth is not acceptable
when applied to a bona fide spiritual master. A spiritual master is a
qualified brahmana and acarya. If one is not a qualified brahmana, he 1s not
expert in studying the Vedic literatures. Nana-sastra-vicaranaika-
nipunau. Every Vaisnava is a spiritual master, and a spiritual master is
automatically expert in brahminical behavior. He also understands the
Vedic sastras.

Similarly, a disciple’s qualifications must be observed by the spiritual master
before he 1s accepted as a disciple. In our Krsna consciousness movement,
the requirement is that one must be prepared to give up the four pillars of
sinful life — illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication and gambling. In Western
countries especially, we first observe whether a potential disciple is prepared
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to follow the regulative principles. Then he is given the name of a Vaisnava
servant and initiated to chant the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra, at least sixteen
rounds daily. In this way the disciple renders devotional service under the
guidance of the spiritual master or his representative for at least six months to
a year. He i1s then recommended for a second initiation, during which a
sacred thread is offered and the disciple is accepted as a bona
fide brahmana. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura introduced the
system of giving the sacred thread to a bona fide Vaisnava, and we are
following in his footsteps. The qualifications of a bona fide disciple are
described in Srimad-Bhéagavatam (11.10.6) as follows:

amanya-matsaro dakso nirmamo drdha-sauhrdah

ces

The disciple must have the following qualifications. He must give up interest
in the material bodily conception. He must give up material lust, anger,
greed, 1illusion, madness and envy. He should be interested only in
understanding the science of God, and he should be ready to consider all
points in this matter. He should no longer think, “I am this body,” or, “This
thing belongs to me.” One must love the spiritual master with unflinching
faith, and one must be very steady and fixed. The bona fide disciple should
be inquisitive to understand transcendental subject matter. He must not
search out faults among good qualities, and he should no longer be interested
in material topics. His only interest should be Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

As far as the mutual testing of the spiritual master and disciple is concerned,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura explains that a bona fide disciple
must be very inquisitive to understand the transcendental subject matter. As
stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.3.21):

cee

“One who 1is inquisitive to understand the highest goal and benefit of life
must approach a bona fide spiritual master and surrender unto him.” A
serious disciple must be alert when selecting a bona fide spiritual master. He
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must be sure that the spiritual master can deliver all the transcendental
necessities. The spiritual master must observe how inquisitive the disciple is
and how eager he is to understand the transcendental subject matter. The
spiritual master should study the disciple’s inquisitiveness for no less than six
months or a year. A spiritual master should not be very anxious to accept a
disciple because of his material opulences. Sometimes a big businessman or
landlord may approach a spiritual master for initiation. Those who are
materially interested are called visayis (karmis), which indicates that they are
very fond of sense gratification. Such visayis sometimes approach a
famous guru and ask to become a disciple just as a matter of fashion.
Sometimes visayis pose as disciples of a reputed spiritual master just to cover
their activities and advertise themselves as advanced in spiritual knowledge.
In other words, they want to attain material success. A spiritual master must
be very careful in this regard. Such business is going on all over the world.
The spiritual master does not accept a materially opulent disciple just to
advertise the fact that he has such a big disciple. He knows that by
associating with such visayr disciples, he may fall down. One who accepts
a visayt disciple is not a bona fide spiritual master. Even if he is, his position
may be damaged due to association with an unscrupulous visayi. If a so-
called spiritual master accepts a disciple for his personal benefit or for
material gain, the relationship between the spiritual master and the disciple
turns into a material affair, and the spiritual master becomes like a smarta-
guru. There are many caste gosvamis who professionally create some
disciples who do not care for them or their instructions. Such spiritual
masters are satisfied simply to get some material benefits from their
disciples. Such a relationship is condemned by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, who calls such spiritual masters and disciples a society of
cheaters and cheated. They are also called baulas or prakrta-sahajiyas. Their
aim 1s to make the connection between the spiritual master and the disciple
into a very cheap thing. They are not serious in wanting to understand
spiritual life.

The words sevya bhagavan in this verse of the Caitanya-caritamrta are
important. Bhagavan indicates the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Visnu. Lord Visnu alone is worshipable. There is no need to worship
demigods. This is confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (7.20):
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kamais tais tair hrta-jiianah  prapadyante 'nya-devatah

tam tam niyamam asthaya prakrtya niyatah svaya

“Those whose intelligence has been stolen by material desires surrender unto
demigods and follow the particular rules and regulations of worship
according to their own natures.”

It is also stated in the Skanda Purana:

vasudevam parityajya yo 'nya-devam upasate
sva-mdtaram parityajya Sva-pacim vandate hi sah

“A person who worships the demigods and gives up Lord Vasudeva is like a
man who gives up the protection of his mother for the shelter of a witch.”

It is also stated by Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita (9.23):

yve 'py anya-devata-bhakta yajante sraddhayanvitah
te ‘pi mam eva kaunteya yajanty avidhi-pirvakam

“Those who are devotees of other gods and who worship them with faith
actually worship only Me, O son of Kunti, but they do so in a wrong way.”

Demigods are also living entities and parts and parcels of Krsna. Therefore in
one sense one worships Krsna when one worships the demigods, but not in
the proper way. There is a proper method to water a tree: one should water
the root. But if one waters the leaves and branches instead, he is simply
wasting his time. If one worships the demigods to the exclusion of Lord
Visnu, his rewards will only be material. As confirmed by Lord Krsna in
the Bhagavad-gita (7.23):

anta-vat tu phalam tesam tad bhavaty alpa-medhasam

devan deva-yajo yanti mad-bhakta yanti mam api

“Men of small intelligence worship the demigods, and their fruits are limited
and temporary. Those who worship the demigods go to the planets of the
demigods, but My devotees ultimately reach My supreme planet.”
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Demigod worship is meant for unintelligent men because the benefits derived
from demigod worship are all material, temporary and retractable. It is also
stated in the Padma Purana:

yas tu narayanam devam brahma-rudradi-daivataih

samatvenaiva vikseta sa pasandi bhaved dhruvam

“Whoever thinks Lord Visnu and the demigods are on the same level is to be
immediately considered a rogue as far as spiritual understanding is
concerned.”

There are three modes of nature in the material world, but when one is
situated spiritually, he 1s above the material modes, even though he lives in
this material world. As Lord Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita (14.26):

mam ca yo 'vyabhicarena bhakti-yogena sevate
sa gunan samatityaitan brahma-bhityaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level
of Brahman.” In material consciousness, however, even one who i1s situated
in the mode of goodness is susceptible to pollution by the modes of passion
and ignorance. When the mode of goodness is mixed with the mode of
passion, one worships the sun-god, Vivasvan. When the mode of goodness is
mixed with the mode of ignorance, one worships Ganapati, or Ganesa. When
the mode of passion is mixed with the mode of ignorance, one worships
Durga, or Kali, the external potency. When one is simply in the mode of
ignorance, one becomes a devotee of Lord Siva because Lord Siva is the
predominating deity of the mode of ignorance within this material world.
However, when one 1s completely free from the influence of all the modes of
material nature, one becomes a pure Vaisnava on the devotional platform. As
Srila Riipa Gosvam states in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.:

______

anukitlyena krsnanu-  Silanam bhaktir uttama
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“One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord Krsna
favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through fruitive
activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure devotional
service.”

The position of visuddha-sattva 1s the position of uncontaminated goodness.
On that platform one can then understand, aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-
tanayas tad-dhama vrndavanam: “The Supreme Personality of Godhead, the
son of Nanda Mahar3aja, is to be worshiped along with His transcendental
abode, Vrndavana.”

The word sarva-mantra-vicarana in the present verse of Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta means “considering all different types of mantras.” There are
different kinds of mantras for different kinds of devotees. There is
the mantra known as the dvadasaksara mantra, composed of twelve
syllables, and there is the mantra composed of eighteen syllables. Similarly,
there are the Narasimha mantra, the Rama mantra, the Gopala mantra and so
on. Each and every mantra has its own spiritual significance. The spiritual
master has to select a mantra for his disciple according to the disciple’s
ability to chant different mantras.

Madhya 24.331

mantra-adhikari, mantra-siddhy-adi-sodhana

diksa, pratah-smrti-krtya, sauca, acamana

mantra-adhikari — qualification for receiving mantra initiation; mantra-
siddhi-adi — the perfection of the mantra and so on; sSodhana —
purification; diksad — initiation; pratah-smrti-krtya — morning duties and
remembrance of the Supreme Lord; sauca — cleanliness; dcamana —
washing the mouth and other parts of the body.

“You should discuss the qualifications necessary for receiving a mantra,
the perfection of the mantra, the purification of the mantra, initiation,
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morning duties, remembrance of the Supreme Lord, cleanliness and
washing the mouth and other parts of the body.

Purport

The following injunction is given in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (1.194)
regarding mantra-adhikari, the qualification for receiving mantra initiation:

tantrikesu ca mantresu  diksayam yositam api
sadhvinam adhikaro sti  Sudradinam ca sad-dhiyam

“Siidras and women who are chaste and sincerely interested in understanding
the Absolute Truth are qualified to be initiated with the pancaratrika-
mantras.” This is confirmed by Lord Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita (9.32):

mam hi partha vyapasritya ye 'pi syuh papa-yonayah
striyo vaisyas tatha sudras te 'pi yanti param gatim

“O son of Prtha, those who take shelter in Me, though they be of lower birth
— women, vaisyas [merchants] and sidras [workers] — can attain the
supreme destination.”

If one actually wants to serve Krsna, it doesn’t matter whether one is a sidra,
vaisya or even a woman. If one is sincerely eager to chant the Hare
Krsna mantra or diksa-mantra, one is qualified to be initiated according to
the parncaratrika process. However, according to Vedic principles, only
a brahmana who 1is fully engaged in his occupational duties can be
initiated. Siidras and women are not admitted to a vaidika initiation. Unless
one is fit according to the estimation of the spiritual master, one cannot
accept a mantra from the paricaratrika-vidhi or the vaidika-vidhi. When one
is fit to accept the mantra, one is initiated by the pdaricaratrika-vidhi or
the vaidika-vidhi. In any case, the result is the same.

Regarding mantra-siddhy-adi-sodhana, the efficacy of the mantra, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura gives sixteen divisions, which are
confirmed in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (beginning with 1.204):

siddha-sadhya-susiddhari-  kramdj jiieyo vicaksanaih
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These are (1) siddha, (2) sadhya, (3) susiddha and (4) ari. These four
principles can be divided further: (1) siddha-siddha, (2) siddha-
sadhya, (3) siddha-susiddha, (4) siddha-ari, (5) sadhya-siddha, (6) sadhya-
sadhya, (7) sadhya-susiddha, (8) sadhya-ari, (9) susiddha-
siddha, (10) susiddha-sadhya, (11) susiddha-susiddha, (12) susiddha-
ari, (13) ari-siddha, (14) ari-sadhya, (15) ari-susiddha, and (16) ari-ari.

Those who are initiated with the eighteen-syllable mantra do not need to
consider the above-mentioned sixteen divisions. As enjoined in the Hari-
bhakti-vilasa (1.215, 219, 220):

na catra satrava dosa narnasvadi-vicarand
rksa-rasi-vicaro va na kartavyo manau priye
natra cintyo ‘ri-suddhyadir nari-mitradi-laksanam
siddha-sadhya-susiddhari- ripa natra vicarand

There i1s Sodhana, or purification of the mantra, but there is no such
consideration for the Krsna mantra. Balitvat krspna-mantranam
samskarapeksanam na hi: “The Krsna mantra is so strong that there is no
question of Sodhana.” (Hari-bhakti-vilasa 1.235)

As far as diksa is concerned, one should consult Madhya-lila 15.108. On the
whole, when a person is initiated according to the paricaratrika-vidhi, he has
already attained the position of a brahmana. This is enjoined in the Hari-

bhakti-vilasa (2.12):

yatha kancanatam yati  kamsyam rasa-vidhanatah
tatha diksa-vidhanena dvijatvam jayate nyrnam

“As bell metal can be turned into gold when treated with mercury, a disciple
initiated by a bona fide guru immediately attains the position of
a brahmana.”

As far as the time of diksa (initiation) is concerned, everything depends on
the position of the guru. As soon as a bona fide guru is received by chance or
by a program, one should immediately take the opportunity to receive
initiation. In the book called Tattva-sagara, it is stated:
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durlabhe sad-guriunam ca sakrt-sanga upasthite
tad-anujna yada labdha sa diksavasaro mahan
grame va yadi varanye ksetre va divase nisi
agacchati gurur daivad  yatha diksa tad-ajnaya
vadaiveccha tada diksa  guror ajrianuripatah
na tirtham na vratam hemo na snanam na japa-kriya
diksayah karanam kintu svecchd-prapte tu sad-gurau

“If by chance one gets a sad-guru, it doesn’t matter whether one is in the
temple or the forest. If the sad-guru, the bona fide spiritual master, agrees,
one can be initiated immediately, without waiting for a suitable time or
place.”

Concerning pratah-smrti, remembrance of the Lord in the morning, in the
early morning hours (known as brahma-muhiirta) one should get up and
immediately chant the Hare Krsna mantra, or at least “Krsna, Krsna, Krsna.”
In this way, one should remember Krsna. Some slokas or prayers should also
be chanted. By chanting, one immediately becomes auspicious and
transcendental to the infection of material qualities. Actually one has to chant
and remember Lord Krsna twenty-four hours daily, or as much as possible:

smartavyah satatam visnur vismartavyo na jatucit
sarve vidhi-nisedhah syur  etayor eva kinkarah

“Krsna is the origin of Lord Visnu. He should always be remembered and
never forgotten at any time. All the rules and prohibitions mentioned in
the sastras should be the servants of these two principles.” This is a quotation
from the Padma Purana, from the portion called Brhat-sahasra-nama-stotra.

The word pratah-krtya in the present verse of the Caitanya-caritamrta means
that one should evacuate regularly in the morning and then cleanse himself
by taking a bath. One has to gargle (dcamana) and brush his teeth (danta-
dhavana). He should do this either with twigs or a toothbrush — whatever is
available. This will purify the mouth. Then one should take his bath. Actually
householders and vanaprasthas should bathe two times a day (pratar-
madhydahnayoh snanam vanaprastha-grhasthayoh). A sannyasi should bathe
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three times daily, and a brahmacari may take only one bath a day. Whenever
one is not able to bathe in water, he can bathe by chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra. One also has to perform his sandhyadi-vandana — that is, one
has to chant his Gayatri mantra three times daily — morning, noon and
evening.

Madhya 24.332

danta-dhavana, snana, sandhyadi vandana
guru-seva, urdhva-pundra-cakradi-dharana

danta-dhavana — brushing the teeth; snana — bath; sandhya-
adi vandana — regular chanting of the mantras; guru-seva — serving the
spiritual master; #rdhva-pundra — wearing perpendicularly

straight tilaka; cakra-adi-dharana — stamping the body with different names
and symbols of the Lord.

“You should describe how in the morning one should regularly brush his
teeth, take his bath, offer prayers to the Lord and offer obeisances to the
spiritual master. You should also describe how one should render service
to the spiritual master and paint one’s body in twelve places with
ardhva-pundra [tilaka], as well as how one should stamp one’s body
with the holy names of the Lord or the symbols of the Lord, such as the
disc and club.

Madhya 24.333

gopicandana-mdalya-dhrti, tulasi-aharana
vastra-pitha-grha-samskara, krsna-prabodhana

gopi-candana — gopi-candana (available in Vrndavana and
Dvaraka); malya — beads on the neck; dhrti — wearing regularly; rulasi-
aharana — collecting tulasi leaves; vastra — cloth; pitha — temple; grha —
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the house; samskara — cleansing; krsna-prabodhana — awakening the
Deity of Lord Krsna.

“After this, you should describe how one should decorate his body with
gopicandana, wear neck beads, collect tulasi leaves from the tulasi tree,
cleanse his cloth and the altar, cleanse his own house or apartment and
go to the temple and ring the bell just to draw the attention of Lord
Krsna.

Madhya 24.334

parica, sodasa, paricasat upacare arcana
pariica-kala pija arati, krsnera bhojana-sayana

paiica — five; sodasa — sixteen; parncasat — fifty; upacare — with
ingredients; arcana — offering worship; parica-kala — five times; pija —
worshiping; arati — offering arati; krsnera bhojana-sayana — in this way
offering eatables to Krsna and laying Him down to rest.

“Also describe Deity worship, wherein one should offer food to Krsna at
least five times daily and in due time place Him on a bed. You should
also describe the process for offering arati and the worship of the Lord
according to the list of five, sixteen or fifty ingredients.

Purport

The five ingredients for Deity worship are (1) very good scents, (2) very
good flowers, (3) incense, (4) a lamp and (5) something edible. As
for sodasopacara, the sixteen ingredients, one should (1) provide a sitting
place (asana), (2) ask Krsna to sit down, (3) offer arghya, (4) offer water to
wash the legs, (5) wash the mouth, (6) offer madhu-parka, (7) offer water for
washing the mouth, (8) bathe the Lord, (9) offer garments, (10) decorate the
Lord’s body with ornaments, (11) offer sweet scents, (12) offer flowers with
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good fragrance, like the rose or campaka, (13) offer incense, (14) offer a
lamp, (15) give good food, and (16) offer prayers.

In the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (eleventh vilasa, verses 127-140) there is a vivid
description of what is required in Deity worship. There are sixty-four items
mentioned. In the temple, worship should be so gorgeous that all sixty-four
items should be available for the satisfaction of the Personality of Godhead.
Sometimes it is impossible to get all sixty-four items; therefore we
recommend that at least on the first day of installation all sixty-four items
should be available. When the Lord is established, worship with all sixty-four
items should continue as far as possible. The sixty-four items are as follows:
(1) There must be a big bell hanging in front of the temple room so that
whoever comes into the room can ring the bell. This item is
called prabodhana, or offering oneself submissively to the Lord. This is the
first item. (2) The visitor must chant “Jaya Sri Radha-Govinda!” or “Jaya Sri
Radha-Madhava!” when he rings the bell. In either case, the word jaya must
be uttered. (3) One should immediately offer obeisances to the Lord, falling
down like a stick. (4) There must be regular mangala-arati in the temple
during the early morning, an hour and a half before the sun rises. (5) There
must be an dsana, a sitting place before the altar. This asana is for the
spiritual master. The disciple brings everything before the spiritual master,
and the spiritual master offers everything to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. (6) After mangala-arati, the Deity is supposed to wash His teeth
by using a twig; therefore a twig must be offered. (7) Water must be offered
for washing the Deity’s feet. (8) Arghya should be offered. (9) Water
for dacamana should be offered. (10) Madhu-parka, a small bowl
containing madhu (honey, a little ghee, a little water, a little sugar, yogurt and
milk) should be offered. This is called madhu-parka-dcamana. (11) One
should place wooden slippers before the Lord. (12) One should massage the
body of the Lord. (13) One should massage the body of the Lord with oil.
(14) With a soft, wet sponge one should remove all the oil smeared over the
Lord’s body. (15) One should bathe the Lord with water in which nicely
scented flowers have been soaking for some time. (16) After bathing the
body of the Lord with water, one should bathe Him with milk. (17) Then one
should bathe Him with yogurt. (18) Then one should bathe Him with ghee.
(19) Then one should bathe Him with honey. (20) Then one should bathe

@;@ Deity Worship in the Temple

ISKCON"*

DEITY WORSHIP
MINISTRY

16



Him with water in which sugar has been dissolved. (21) Then one should
wash the Deity with water and chant this mantra:

cintamani-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vrksa-
laksavrtesu surabhir abhipalayantam
laksmi-sahasra-sata-sambhrama-sevyamanam

govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

(22) One should dry the entire body of the Lord with a towel. (23) A new
dress should be put on the Lord’s body. (24) A sacred thread should be placed
on His body. (25) Water should be offered for cleansing His mouth
(@camana). (26) Nicely scented oils like liquid sandalwood pulp should be
smeared over the Lord’s body. (27) All kinds of ornaments and crowns
should be placed on His body. (28) Then one should offer flower garlands
and decorative flowers. (29) One should burn incense. (30) Lamps should be
offered. (31) Precautions should always be taken so that demons and atheists
cannot harm the body of the Lord. (32) Food ofterings should be placed
before the Lord. (33) Spices for chewing should be offered. (34) Betel nuts
should be offered. (35) At the proper time, there should be arrangements so
that the Lord may take rest in bed. (36) The Lord’s hair should be combed
and decorated. (37) First-class garments should be offered. (38) A first-class
helmet should be offered. (39) The garments should be scented. (40) There
should be Kaustubha jewels and other ornaments offered. (41) A variety of
flowers should be offered. (42) Another mangala-arati should be offered.
(43) A mirror should be offered. (44) The Lord should be carried on a nice
palanquin to the altar. (45) The Lord should be seated on the throne. (46)
Again water should be given for the washing of His feet. (47) Something
again should be offered for eating. (48) Evening arati should be offered. (49)
The Lord should be fanned with a camara fan, and an umbrella should be
placed over His head. (50) The Hare Krsna mantra and approved songs
should be sung. (51) Musical instruments should be played. (52) One should
dance before the Deity. (53) One should circumambulate the Deity. (54) One
should again offer obeisances. (55) One should offer different types of
prayers and hymns at the Lord’s lotus feet. (56) One should touch the lotus
feet of the Lord with one’s head. This may not be possible for everyone, but
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at least the pijari should do this. (57) The flowers offered on the previous
day should touch one’s head. (58) One should take the remnants of the Lord’s
food. (59) One should sit before the Lord and think that he is massaging the
Lord’s legs. (60) One should decorate the Lord’s bed with flowers before the
Lord takes His rest. (61) One should offer one’s hand to the Lord. (62) One
should take the Deity to His bed. (63) One should wash the feet of the Lord
and then sit Him on the bed. (64) One should place the Lord on the bed and
then massage His feet.

Arati should be offered to the Deities five times daily — early in the morning
before sunrise, later in the morning, at noon, in the evening and at night. This
means that there should be worship and a change of dress and flowers. As far
as the eatables are concerned, all items should be first-class preparations.
There should be first-class rice, dhal, fruit, sweet rice, vegetables and a
variety of foods to be sucked, drunk and chewed. All the eatables offered to
the Deities should be extraordinarily excellent. In Europe and America there
is presently no monetary scarcity. People are not poor, and if they follow
these principles of Deity worship, they will advance in spiritual life. As far as
placing the Deity in the bed is concerned, if the Deity is large and heavy, it is
not possible to move Him daily. It is better that a small Deity, which is also
worshiped, be taken to the bed. This mantra should be chanted: agaccha
sayana-sthanam priyabhih saha kesava. “O Ke$ava, kindly come to Your bed
along with Srimati Radharani.” (Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.40)

The Deity should be placed in bed with Srimati Radharani, and this should be
indicated by bringing the wooden slippers from the altar to the bedside.
When the Deity is laid down, His legs should be massaged. Before laying the
Deity down, a pot of milk and sugar should be offered to Him. After taking
this thick milk, the Deity should lie down and should be offered betel nuts
and spices to chew.

Madhya 24.335

sri-mirti-laksana, ara salagrama-laksana
krsna-ksetra-yatra, krsna-murti-darasana
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sri-mirti-laksana — characteristics of the Deity; ara — and; salagrama-
laksana — characteristics of the salagrama-sila;, krsna-ksetra-yatra —
visiting places like Vrndavana, Dvaraka and Mathura; krsna-miirti-
darasana — visiting the Deity in the temple.

“The characteristics of the Deities should be discussed, as well as the
characteristics of the salagrama-sila. You should also discuss visiting the
Deities in the temple and touring holy places like Vrndavana, Mathura
and Dvaraka.

Madhya 24.336

nama-mahima, namaparadha diire varjana

vaisnava-laksana, sevaparadha-khandana

nama-mahima — the glories of the holy name; nama-aparadha — offenses
in chanting the holy name; dire varjana — giving up very
carefully; vaisnava-laksana — the symptoms of a Vaisnava; seva-aparadha-
khandana — rejecting offenses in worshiping the Deity.

“You should glorify the holy name and explain that one must carefully
give up offenses when chanting the holy name. You should also describe
the symptoms of a Vaisnava and explain that one must give up or nullify
all kinds of seva-aparadha, offenses in Deity worship.

Purport

The devotee should always be very careful not to commit the ten offenses
when chanting the Hare Krsna mantra. If a devotee very strictly follows the
methods of Deity worship, he will naturally and quickly become a pure
Vaisnava. A pure Vaisnava has unflinching faith in the Lord, and he does not
deviate at all. He is always engaged in perfect Deity worship.
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One should also note the specific offenses against Deity worship. These are
mentioned in the Skanda Purana (Avanti-khanda), spoken by Vyasadeva
himself. One should liquidate all kinds of offenses.

The salagrama-sila should be worshiped with tulasi where a sufficient
quantity of tulasi leaves are available. Worship of salagrama-sila should be
introduced in all ISKCON temples. Salagrama-sila is the form of the Lord’s
mercy. To worship the Deity with the sixty-four items mentioned may be a
difficult job, but the Lord has become so small that anyone in any temple can
carefully handle Deity worship simply by performing the same activities with
the salagrama-sila.

There are thirty-two offenses to the Deity that should be avoided. (1) One
should not enter the temple in a vehicle. Shoes and slippers should be
removed before entering the temple. (2) One should offer obeisances as soon
as he sees the Deity. (3) One should enter the temple after taking a bath. In
other words, one should be very clean. (4) One should not offer obeisances to
the Lord with one hand. (5) One should not circumambulate demigods before
the Deities. (6) One should not spread his legs before the Deity. (7) One
should not sit down before the Deity with his legs crossed, nor should one
touch his legs with his hands. (8) One should not lie down before the Deity.
(9) One should not eat before the Deity. (10) One should not speak lies
before the Deity. (11) One should not speak very loudly before the Deity.
(12) One should not talk nonsense before the Deity. (13) One should not cry
before the Deity. (14) One should not deal with others before the Deity. (15)
One should not utter harsh words before the Deity. (16) One should not cover
himself with a blanket. (17) One should not talk enviously of others before
the Deity. (18) One should not praise others before the Deity. (19) One
should not use slang before the Deity. (20) One should not pass air before the
Deity. (21) One should not neglect the sixty-four items of Deity worship. (22)
One should not eat anything not offered to the Deity. (23) One should not
neglect offering seasonal fruits as soon as they are available. (24) One should
always offer fresh, untouched fruit to the Deity. (25) One should not sit with
his back toward the Deity. (26) One should not offer obeisances to others
before the Deity. (27) One should not sit near the Deity without taking the
spiritual master’s permission. (28) One should not be proud to hear himself
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praised before the Deity. (29) One should not blaspheme the demigods. (30)
One should not be unkind to others before the Deities. (31) One should
observe all festivals in the temple. (32) One should not fight or quarrel before
the Deity.

Madhya 24.337

sankha-jala-gandha-puspa-dhiipadi-laksana
japa, stuti, parikrama, dandavat vandana

sankha — of a conchshell; jala — of water; gandha — of incense or
scents; puspa — of flowers; dhiipa-adi — of incense, and so on; laksana —
the characteristics; japa — murmuring; sfuti — offering
prayers; parikrama — circumambulation; dandavat — offering
obeisances; vandana — offering prayers.

“The items of worship, such as water, conchshell, flowers, incense and
lamp, should be described. You should also mention chanting softly,
offering prayers, circumambulating and offering obeisances. All these
should be carefully described.

Purport

All these are mentioned in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa. The eighth vilasa of that
book should be consulted as far as possible.

Madhya 24.338

purascarana-vidhi, krsna-prasada-bhojana
anivedita-tydaga, vaisnava-nindadi-varjana

purascarana-vidhi — ritualistic ceremonies; krsna-prasada-bhojana —
eating the remnants of food offered to the Lord; anivedita-tyaga — not
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touching anything not offered to the Lord; vaisnava-ninda-adi-varjana —
completely avoiding blaspheming a Vaisnava.

“Other items you should describe are the method of performing
purascarana, taking krsna-prasadam, giving up unoffered food and not
blaspheming the Lord’s devotees.

Purport

Regarding the vaisnava-ninda, see Madhya-Iila 15.261.

Madhya 24.339

sadhu-laksana, sadhu-sanga, sadhu-sevana
asat-sanga-tyaga, sri-bhagavata-sravana

sadhu-laksana — the symptoms of a devotee; sadhu-sanga — association
with devotees; sadhu-sevana — offering service to devotees; asat-sanga-
tyaga — giving up the company of nondevotees; sri-bhdagavata-sravana —
regularly hearing the recitation of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

“You should describe the symptoms of a devotee, how to associate with
devotees, how to satisfy a devotee by rendering service, and how to give
up the association of nondevotees. You should also explain the value of
regularly hearing the recitation of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Madhya 24.340

dina-krtya, paksa-krtya, ekadasy-adi-vivarana
masa-krtya, janmastamyadi-vidhi-vicarana

dina-krtya — daily duties; paksa-krtya — duties on the fortnights; ekadasi-
adi-vivarana — description of Ekadasi and so on; masa-krtya — duties every
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month; janmastami-adi — of performing Janmastami and other
ceremonies; vidhi — of the process; vicarana — consideration.

“You should describe the ritualistic duties to be performed every day,
and you should also describe the fortnightly duties — especially how to
observe the fortnightly Ekadast fast. You should also describe the duties
to be observed every month, and you should especially describe the
observance of ceremonies like Janmastami, Rama-navami and Nrsimha-
caturdasl.

Madhya 24.341

ekadasi, janmastami, vamana-dvadast

Sri-rama-navami, ara nrsimha-caturdast

ekadasi — the eleventh day of the fortnight; janmastami — the birthday
ceremony of Lord Krsna; vamana-dvadasi — the birthday or appearance day
of Lord Vamana; sri-rama-navami — the birthday ceremony of Lord
Ramacandra; ara — and; nrsimha-caturdasi — the appearance day of Lord
Nrsimha.

“Ekadasi, Janmastami, Vamana-dvadasi, Rama-navami and Nrsimha-
caturdast — all these should be described.

Madhya 24.342

ei sabe viddha-tyaga, aviddha-karana
akarane dosa, kaile bhaktira lambhana

el sabe — all these things; viddha-tyaga — to avoid viddha-ekadast or mixed
Ekadast; aviddha-karana — performing the pure Ekadast; akarane dosa —
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the fault of not performing them; kaile — if done so; bhaktira lambhana —
there will be discrepancies in devotional service.

“You should recommend the avoidance of mixed Ekadasi and the
performance of pure Ekadasi. You should also describe the fault in not
observing Ekadasi. One should be very careful as far as these items are
concerned. If one is not careful, one will be negligent in executing
devotional service.

Madhya 24.343
sarvatra pramana dibe purana-vacana
Sri-murti-visnu-mandira-karana-laksana
sarvatra — everywhere; pramana — evidence; dibe — you should
give; purana-vacana — quoting from the Puranas; sri-mirti — the
Deity; visnu-mandira — of the Visnu temple; karana-laksana — the

characteristics of constructing.

“Whatever you say about Vaisnava behavior, the establishment of
Vaisnava temples and Deities, and everything else should be supported
by evidence from the Puranas.

Madhya 24.344

‘samanya’sad-dcara, ara ‘vaisnava’-dcara

kartavyakartavya saba ‘smarta’ vyavahara

samanya — general; sat-acara — good behavior; ara — and; vaisnava — of
devotees of Lord Visnu; dcara — etiquette; kartavya-akartavya — things
which are to be done and which are not to be done; saba — all; smarta —
connected with regulative principles; vyavahara — business.
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“You should give general and specific descriptions of the behavior and
activities of a Vaisnava. You should outline things that are to be done and
things that are not to be done. All this should be described as regulations
and etiquette.

Madhya 24.345

‘samanya’sad-acara, ara ‘vaisnava’-acara

kartavydkartavya saba ‘smarta’ vyavahara

samanya — general; sat-acara — good behavior; ara — and; vaisnava — of
devotees of Lord Visnu; acara — etiquette; kartavya-akartavya — things
which are to be done and which are not to be done; saba — all; smarta —
connected with regulative principles; vyavahara — business.

“You should give general and specific descriptions of the behavior and
activities of a Vaisnava. You should outline things that are to be done and
things that are not to be done. All this should be described as regulations
and etiquette.

Madhya 24.346

ei ta’ kahilu prabhura sanatane prasada
yahara sravane cittera khande avasada

ei ta’ — in this way; kahilu — 1 have described; prabhura — of Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu; sandtane — unto Sanatana Gosvami; prasada —
mercy; yahara sravane — hearing which; cittera — of the mind; khande —
disappears; avasada — all moroseness.

25

@;@ Deity Worship in the Temple

ISKCON"*

DEITY WORSHIP
MINISTRY


https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=s%C4%81m%C4%81nya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sat
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81c%C4%81ra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81ra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vai%E1%B9%A3%E1%B9%87ava
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C4%81c%C4%81ra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kartavya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=akartavya
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=saba
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=sm%C4%81rta
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=vyavah%C4%81ra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ei
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=ta%E2%80%99
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kahilu
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=prabhura
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=san%C4%81tane
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=pras%C4%81da
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=y%C4%81h%C4%81ra
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=%C5%9Brava%E1%B9%87e
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=cittera
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=kha%E1%B9%87%E1%B8%8De
https://vedabase.io/en/search/synonyms/?original=avas%C4%81da

Thus I have narrated Lord Caitanya’s mercy upon Sanatana Gosvaml.
When one hears these topics, one’s heart will be cleansed of all
contamination.
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