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Mula Mantras

The standard miila-mantras for the deities worshiped in ISKCON are given
below. They should be chanted only by devotees duly initiated by a bona fide
spiritual master into the chanting of pdaricaratrika Gayatri mantras. See
Chapter 3, Volume 1 for a further explanation of mantras used in deity

worship.

Guru:

The second of the seven guru-given mantras

Srila Prabhupada:
on ISKCON samsthapakdacaryaya namah

Previous guru:

om parama-gurave namah

Previous guru:

om paratpara-gurave namah

Previous guru:

on paramesthi-gurave namah

Vaisnavas:

om sarva-vaisnavebhyo namah

Lord Caitanya:

the fourth of the seven guru-given mantras

Lord Nityananda:

klim nityanandaya namah or klim devi-jahnava-vallabhaya namah
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Advaita Acarya:

klim advaitaya namah

Sri Gadadhara:

srim gaddadharaya namah

Sri Srivasa:

srim Srivasaya namah

Lord Krsna, Lord Jagannatha, and salagrama-sila:
the gopdla-mantra; 1.e., the sixth of the seven guru-given mantras, or klim

krsndaya namah

Srimati Radharant:

srim ram radhikayai svaha or srim radhayai namah
Radha-Krsna:

srim klim radha-krsnabhyam namah
Lalita-Visakha:

srim srim lalita-visakhabhyam namah

All the gopis:

om sarva-sakhibhyo namah

Srimati Tulasi-devr:

om tulasyai namah

Lord Balarama:

klim balaramdaya namah
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Srimati Subhadra:

srim subhadrayai namah

Sri Sudarsana:

om sudarsandya namah

Lord Ramacandra:

klim ramaya namah or ram ramaya namah

Srimati Sita:

Srim sitdayai svaha or Srim sitdyai namah

Sita-Rama:

srim ram sita-ramabhyam namah

Sr1 Laksmana:

klim sankarsanaya namah or lam laksmandya namah

Sr1 Hanuman:

hum hanumate namah

Lord Nrsimmha:

klim nysimhdya namah or ksraum nyrsimhaya namah

Laksmi-Nrsimha:
srim klim laksmi-nysimhabhyam namah or srim ksraum laksmi-

nysimhabhyam namah

Prahlada:

pram prahladaya namah
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Prahlada-Nrsimha:
pram klim prahlada-nysimhabhyam namah or pram ksraum prahlada-

nysimhabhyam namah

All the miila-mantras for visnu-tattva deities may use the bija syllable klim,
since these deities are expansions of Krsna. If you are worshiping a deity
who is not a vispu-miirti and who has no specific miila-mantra, simply chant
om, the name of the deity in the dative case, and then namah. For example,
the miila-mantra for the cowherd boy Subala would be om subaldaya namah.
Alternatively, take the first syllable of the personality’s name and add

anusvara to form the bija. Example: pram prahladaya namabh.

Note: If you have been worshiping a particular deity with a miila-mantra
other than the one listed here for that deity, you may continue using that

mantra.
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Upacara Names

When offering articles of worship or performing services, say the name of
the article or service and then the miila-mantra of the deity you are
worshiping. This shows respect and draws the Lord’s attention to the article

being offered or the service being rendered.

In the Bengali Gaudiya system of worship, the name of the upacara in
singular number is preceded by the Sanskrit word meaning “this,” which
changes form according to the gender of the upacara word: etat or idam for
neuter words (efat padyam, idam acamaniyam); esa for masculine words (esa
gandha, esa dipah), and esd for feminine words (esa ganga-mrttika). If the
article is plural in number, it is preceded by etani for neuter items (etani
puspani), ete for masculine items, and eta for feminine items. If the article is
dual in number, it is preceded by ete if the articles are neuter or feminine (ete
gandha-puspe), and by etau if the articles are masculine. The names of the

main upacaras are as follows:

» Arghya water: idam arghyam

» Bath: idam snaniyam

* Betel nuts: idam tambiilam

* Camara: esd camara-seva

* Cloth for drying: idam anga-vastram
* Clothes: idam vastram

* Fan: esa vyajana-seva

* Flowers: idam puspam (single); etani puspani (plural)
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* Flowers (fragrant): idam sagandha-puspam (single); etani sagandha-
puspani (plural)

* Flower garland: idam malyam (single); imani malyani (plural); ime malye
(dual) for offering a garland each to two personalities (particularly Radha-
Krsna).

* Flower petals: esa pusparijalih

* Flowers with sandalwood paste: efe gandha-puspe

* Food: idam naivedyam

* Foot wash: etat padyam

* Incense: esa dhiipah

* Kuritkuma: idam kunkumam

* Lamp: esa dipah

* Madhuparkah drink: esa madhuparkah

* Maha prasada remnants: idam maha-prasadam nirmalyadikam

* Oil (scented): idam sugandha-tailam

* Ornaments: idam abharanam (single); or imani abharanani (plural)

* Sacred thread: idam upavitam

* Sandalwood paste with scents: esa gandhah

* Shoes: ime paduke

« Sitting place (@sana): idam dasanam

* Spices for chewing: idam mukha-vasam

e Tilaka: idam tilakam
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* Tongue scraper: idam jihvollekhanam
* Tulasi leaves: etat tulasi-patram (single); etani tulasi-patrani (plural)
* Twig for brushing teeth: esa danta-kasthah
» Water: idam paniyam
» Water for cleaning hands and face: idan hasta-mukha-praksalanam
» Water for sipping: idam dcamaniyam
o Second water for sipping: idam punar-acamaniyam
* Welcome: svagatam su-svagatam

o For any additional items that might be pleasing: idam sarvam
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